
Puyallup School DistrictCONNECTIONS

Puyallup School District
302 Second Street S.E.

P. O. Box 370
Puyallup, WA 98371

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

TEKS SERVICES
ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER

 Volume 19:5 A Tradition of Excellence  June 2014 

Daffodil Queen
 Student learning 

at Spring Fair
March

Gladness 96 7

Community invests in students through annual scholarships 
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I N S I D E

Coralie Gustafson, Teacher of the Year at the elementary level, 
teaches music to second graders at Sunrise Elementary. Gustafson 
has taught for 34 years — all at Sunrise Elementary School.

Jordan Zuniga, who received a Kiwanis Club of Puyallup 
scholarship in her senior year at Rogers High, plans to graduate 
this fall from Pierce College, Puyallup.

Teachers of the Year honored for dedication and passion 

continued on page 5

The generosity of local service clubs, 
foundations, and individuals has made 
it possible for hundreds of graduating 
seniors to further their education each year 
after high school.

The list of contributors is long, and many 
have spent the past several decades or 
more helping students pursue their dreams 
at vocational, technical, two-year, and 
four-year colleges or universities.

No matter what the dollar amount, stu-
dents are quick to offer their gratitude. 
Each scholarship is signifi cant, they say, 
and in some cases can make or break 
whether or not they will be able to afford 
post-secondary education.

For some, the award pays for a chunk of 
their tuition. For others, it pays for books 
or supplies. Most important, students say, 
is the feeling of satisfaction they get from 
having received such an honor.

“It makes me feel appreciated knowing 
someone believed in me enough to give 
me the award,” said Jason Rogers, a 2012 
Emerald Ridge High graduate. Rogers 
received a $1,000 Tom Brown Memorial 
Scholarship from the Puyallup Schools 
Foundation and attends Washington State 
University in Pullman (read more about 
Rogers further down in this article).

The Puyallup Schools Foundation award-

ed more than $172,600 to 96 graduating 
seniors in the Class of 2013. This year, 
the Foundation expects to award another 
$145,000 worth of scholarships to nearly 
100 students.

Other major scholarship contributors 
include the Washington State Fair Founda-
tion, as well as area service clubs and 
civic groups such as Rotary, Kiwanis, 
Lions, Eagles, and Elks.

This year, for example, the Washington 
State Fair Foundation will award a total of 
$31,000 to 12 Puyallup School District se-
niors. The award total is up from $29,000 
in 2013.

The Kiwanis Club of Puyallup, which has 
given out scholarships for several decades, 
will award nearly $13,000 in scholarships 
to graduating seniors in the Class of 2014. 
The local Daffodil Valley Kiwanis Club 
and Kiwanis Club of Puyallup Sunrisers 
also sponsor several annual scholarships.

Another long-time supporter of schools, 
the Puyallup South Hill Rotary Club, will 
award a total of $10,000 in scholarships 
this year. Additionally, in recent years 
the club set up an endowment at Pierce 
College to fund a $1,000 scholarship for 
a student already enrolled there who is 
selected by the college.

The district thanked service club repre-

sentatives for their support of education 
during a luncheon last month at Pioneer 
Park Pavilion in Puyallup. The event fea-
tured performances by student musicians 
and table conversations led by high school 
leadership students.

Parent teacher associations and booster 
clubs from schools throughout the district 
are also strong supporters of annual schol-

arships, as are Philanthropic and Edu-
cational Organization (P.E.O.) chapters, 
Altrusa International of Puyallup Valley, 
the Puyallup Education Association, 
area businesses, and a host of individual 
donors.

Many individual donors have set up trusts 

Coralie “Corky” Gustafson, who teaches 
music at Sunrise Elementary, and Jeanna 
Kooser, who teaches social studies at 
Kalles Junior High, are this year’s Puyal-
lup School District Teachers of the Year. 

Both learned of their awards this spring 
with surprise announcements during im-
promptu school staff meetings. 

The school board honored them in April 
with engraved plaques and a standing ova-
tion before a room full of their colleagues, 
family, and students. 

Gustafson is Teacher of the Year at the el-
ementary level, while Kooser is recognized 
at the junior high and high school level.

  Coralie Gustafson
  Sunrise Elementary 

“Phenomenal. Fun. Enthusiastic. Pas-
sionate. Energetic. Dedicated. Orga-
nized. Compassionate. A role model for 
children.”

Dozens of students, parents, colleagues, 
and former students submitted nomina-
tions suggesting why Sunrise Elemen-
tary music teacher Coralie “Corky” 
Gustafson should be named Teacher of 
the Year.

“Mrs. Gustafson is an amazing teacher,” 
wrote sixth grader Heaven Humiston. 
“She uses hands-on skills to teach us the 
fun of music. I mean, what would the 
world be without music?”

Glacier View Junior High band teacher 
Allison Spray, who remembers Gustafson 
as her music teacher at Sunrise Elementa-
ry, also nominated the long-time educator.

“Without the guidance and teaching of 
Corky Gustafson, I would not be where 
I am today.” 

Spray continued, “Mrs. G. opened my 
eyes to all of the amazing possibilities 



Celebrating the successes of the past year
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Rewards are great from listening to students 

Pat Donovan
Vice President
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. 
Questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination may be directed to 
Amie Brandmire, executive director of 
human resources, employee relations, 
and school support (253) 841-8764; 
chief equity and achievement offi cer 
(253) 840-8966; Title IX coordinator 
(253) 841-8785; or Section 504 
coordinator (253) 841-8700.

The end of the school year brings many 
chapters to a close — graduations, awards, 
celebrations, and a chance to catch up and 
prepare for the following year. As we do 
so, we celebrate the many successes from 
this past year. 

Recently, we learned that seven of our 
schools, including our three comprehen-
sive high schools, received Washington 
Achievement Awards in recognition of  
student learning growth. Additionally, 
Brouillet Elementary is the only school 
in the state to be recognized by the new 
national “Welcoming Schools” program 
for its inclusiveness and practice of wel-
coming parents and other partners into 
its school environment. The Puyallup 

School District also received the award 
and was one of only two districts nation-
wide to be honored.

This year’s March Gladness commu-
nity service program, coordinated by 
Communities In Schools of Puyallup, 
fi nished with astonishing results:  A 
record high of 86 projects were regis-
tered throughout the district, and to date 
nearly 8,000 items were donated and 
more than 10,000 students participated. 
Not only does this show the need in our 
area for service work and help, but it is 
a shining example of the willingness of 
our students and staff to work on great 
volunteer causes.

Late in May, the district held its fi rst Joint 
Service Club Luncheon. The event was 
a time for area service clubs to come 
together and discuss with student leaders 
and staff ideas for continued joint partici-
pation in communitywide projects. 

Our district also learned this spring that it 
received its twelfth perfect audit from the 

Washington State Auditor’s Offi ce. This is 
another strong sign of the district’s com-
mitment to fi nancial strength and fi delity. 

In addition to all of our on-time graduates, 
our schools work diligently throughout 
the year to assist students who have fallen 
behind in their credits or who have com-
pletely dropped out. The Puyallup Open 
Doors program, for example, has more 
than 90 students working to complete their 
requirements to fi nish school.

Preparation for the next school year is 
already well under way — classrooms and 
new portables are being completed for 
full-day kindergarten throughout our dis-
trict this fall, thanks to the voter-approved  
school levies earlier this year. In addition, 
new buses will arrive this summer to help 
transport students to and from school.

In closing, for parents and students who 
are graduating — WAY TO GO! For par-
ents of incoming students — WELCOME.  
For all others, enjoy your summer. We 
can’t wait to see you in September!

During the past two school years it has 
been my pleasure to host, in the superin-
tendent’s offi ce, groups of students from 
each of our secondary schools for lunch 
and conversation. I am always so im-
pressed with how our junior high school 
and high school students articulate the 
positive qualities of their schools, teach-
ers, and support staff, and share their 
thoughts about how improvements might 
be made.

During our lunches students are encour-
aged to share something about themselves 
and a positive impact that someone in 
the school system has had upon them. It 
is inspiring to hear each one speak about 
teachers and classifi ed employees mak-
ing the extra effort to see that students are 
successful and prepared for their future.
Students also often reference experiences 
that their families have provided them 
throughout their formative years that are 
helping them to achieve in school.

A common topic during our conversations 
is community service — specifi cally, the 
many community service activities our 
students do in service for others. Example 
after example of students learning the 
value of service and support for their com-
munity are shared and, in turn, honored 
with further questions and affi rmations of 
their fi ne work.

Student suggestions regarding technology 
and the arts have led to district resources 
being aligned to meet specifi cally identi-

Superintendent Tim Yeomans (center) meets with Emerald Ridge 
High students and staff, as well as district educators, during one of 
the regular luncheons Yeomans hosts to hear from students.

fi ed needs. Additional student computers 
have been provided, for example, and 
wireless capacity has been upgraded. Ad-
ditionally, students’ suggestions to have 
more arts performances at school board 
meetings have led to just that.

Some of the most rewarding conversa-
tions have been with students who have 
weathered many challenges and are 
on their way to graduating from high 
school and moving forth as positive con-
tributors in our community. I am always 
so moved by the resilience and perse-

verance of students who have survived 
cancer or overcome a great personal loss 
or tragedy. 

Lunch with our students has proven to 
be a very affi rming hour in which my 
faith in the goodness, intelligence, and 
strength of our students continues to 
grow. We have outstanding students in 
our community who contribute in so 
many ways. I would encourage each and 
every one of you to take a few moments 
to get to know the wonderful young 
people in our community.

Walker High School invited students to learn more 
about their post-secondary education and career 
choices during its annual Career and College Fair. 
The event included representation of two-year, four-
year, vocational, and technical colleges and universi-
ties, as well as several military branches. 

Photo: Students (from left) Travis 
Mendel, Forrest Tufte, and Trevor 
Mulka ask questions of a U.S. Navy 
representative during the school’s 
College and Career Fair. 

Walker High students 
explore futures during 
Career and College Fair
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District earns twelfth consecutive perfect state audit
The Puyallup School District continued a 
long succession of perfect state audits this 
spring with news it received its twelfth 
consecutive clean fi nancial review.

“It is great news and a refl ection that we 
remain committed to doing things right,” 
said Laura Marcoe, the school district’s 
director of accounting and purchasing.

The Washington State Auditor’s Offi ce re-
cently released its fi nancial review of how 
the district received and spent its money 
in the 2012-13 school year. 

Auditors concluded that Puyallup has 
sound fi nancial 
practices and 
complies with 
state laws and 
regulations, as 
well as its own 
policies and 
procedures, to 
protect taxpay-
ers’ interests.

This year’s audit focused on the district’s 
fi nancial statements and on specifi c areas 
that have the potential for abuse and mis-
use of public resources.

Areas studied include Associated Student 
Body (ASB) activities and fundraisers, 
cash receipting, student store operations, 
payroll, and the district’s accuracy in 
placing certifi cated (teaching) staff on 
the correct salary schedule based on their 
credentials.

Auditors also looked at how the district 
complied with requirements of the federal 
Child Nutrition - National School Lunch 
program, such as free or reduced-price 
lunch application documentation. Ad-
ditionally, auditors reviewed reporting of 

districtwide student enrollment and school 
bus ridership.

“We found the district staff we worked 
with in our audit of the child nutrition 
program, along with staff in other areas 
we audited throughout the district, were 
knowledgeable of the complex require-
ments associated with federal and state 
funding,” said Joe Simmons, the state’s 
assistant audit manager.

Marcoe added, “There were a lot of areas 
audited this year that haven’t been audited 
for a while. The fact that we had a com-
pletely clean audit in critical areas says a 

lot about staff train-
ing and the quali-
fi ed people in those 
positions.”

ASB fundraisers 
are a high-risk area, 
she said, because of 
the high volume of 

cash generated and the number of times 
money changes hands between an event, 
such as a school dance, and the time the 
money is deposited.

Auditors closely analyze these activities, 
she said, as well as high school student 
store operations.

Districtwide, ASB activities generated $2.8 
million of expenditures and revenues in the 
2012-13 school year, Marcoe said. Puyal-
lup is the ninth largest school district in the 
state, with more than 21,500 students.

Assistant State Auditor Jamie Ledezma, 
who served as lead auditor this year in 
Puyallup, sent an email to Marcoe com-
mending Emerald Ridge High School and 
its former bookkeeper, Kim Gustainis, for 
maintaining organized and accurate ASB 

records, including business related to the 
student store.

The school reported nearly $700,000 
in revenue in the 2012-13 school year, 
Marcoe said.

Student stores have a number of rules to 
follow, Marcoe said, such as making sure 
its workers have food handler cards to 
prepare and sell smoothies and other food 
or drink items. It is also critical that money 
collected accurately refl ects items sold.

Business and Marketing teacher and 
DECA Advisor Marci Sabin said she is 
proud of how careful Emerald Ridge 
High students are to follow student store 
security procedures.

“My students show great respect and 
care with handling money and security 
procedures,” Sabin said. “It is gratifying 
to know that we passed our Washing-
ton state audit with 15- to 17-year-old 
students answering many of the auditor’s 
questions. There are defi nitely real-world 
applications occurring every day in our 
student store.”

In addition to noting the well-organized 
records and practices at Emerald Ridge 
High, Marcoe said that Ledezma com-
plimented the district as a whole on its 
“welcoming environment.” The lead 
auditor spent nearly three months in 
the Puyallup School District and made 
several surprise visits to schools as part 
of the audit.

“The fact that we had a completely clean 
audit in critical areas says a lot about staff 
training and the qualifi ed people in those 
positions.”

Laura Marcoe
Director, Accounting and Purchasing Emerald Ridge High student store worker Kodi Johnson gives 

change for a purchase to junior Caleb Tvedt. State auditors noted 
the effective operation of the high school student store as part of 
this year’s audit process.

All three of the district’s comprehensive 
high schools and four of its elementary 
schools have been selected to receive 
one or more Washington Achievement 
Awards.

The annual awards program, sponsored 
by the Offi ce of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and State Board of Education, 
celebrates Washington’s top-performing 
schools. A total of 413 schools statewide 
received the award.

“We are very proud of all of our schools 
for their focus on growth and achieve-
ment,” said district Superintendent Tim 
Yeomans. “The seven Puyallup School 
District schools honored this year ex-
emplify the district’s continued focus on 
academic excellence.”

Elementary, middle/junior high, and 
comprehensive high schools are recog-
nized for achievement in six categories: 
overall excellence, high progress, reading 
growth, math growth, extended (5-year) 
graduation rate, and English language 
acquisition.

For the second consecutive year, Wood-
land Elementary School earned the top 
award for overall excellence. The award 
is based on state assessment data in sci-
ence, writing, reading, and math for the 
past three years.

Woodland Elementary is among the top 5 
percent of schools in the state to receive 
the highest honor.

“We are so proud of our Woodland students, 
families, and staff,” said Principal Heather 
McMullen. “Earning the award for overall 
excellence two years in a row shows the 
dedication of the Woodland staff to do 
whatever it takes to support and challenge 

students. Every member of the Wood-
land community, from our Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO), to our offi ce staff, to 
our support personnel, to our parents, is 
congratulated for this outstanding effort.”

Emerald Ridge and Rogers high schools 
have been selected to receive the high 
progress award, which is based on stu-
dents’ reading and math scores.

Spinning Elementary School received 
two awards — one for high growth in 
reading and the other for high growth in 
math. Puyallup High, and Ridgecrest and 
Sunrise elementary schools, also won the 
high growth award in math.

This is also the third consecutive year that 
Ridgecrest Elementary is being honored 
with the state award. Last year, the school 
won three Washington Achievement Awards 
(overall excellence, science, and closing 
achievement gaps). The school was also 
honored for overall excellence in 2012.

“So many schools in our state are doing 
good work to make a difference for kids,” 
said state Superintendent Randy Dorn. 
“These awards represent some of the 
best. It’s an honor to recognize them and 
celebrate their success.”

The award-winning schools receive a ban-
ner and trophy to display in their buildings.

State recognizes schools for academic gains
Local businesses and community 
groups will set up donation boxes 
throughout the community during the 
month of August to collect back-to-
school supplies for students in need. 

Several organizations are partnering 
with Communities In Schools of Puyal-
lup (CISP) and the Puyallup School 
District to organize the supply drives. 
A list of participating organizations 
and drop-off locations is on the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Items especially in need this year 
include backpacks, 2-3” binders, com-
position books, graph paper, highlight-
ers, colored pencils, markers, pencil 
pouches, and notebook dividers. 

School supply drive 
set for August

Board honors 65 
Outstanding Seniors
Each May, the school board honors 
20 outstanding seniors from Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high 
schools, as well as fi ve seniors from 
Walker High School.

The Puyallup School Board honored 
this year’s Outstanding 65 Seniors by 
presenting them each with a rose, a 
certifi cate, and a printed booklet that 
features their photos and biographies. 
A copy of the booklet is posted on the 
school district website. 

The names of all 65 Outstanding Se-
niors are also posted on the website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Woodland Elementary fi rst-grade teacher Tammy Culver asks 
students questions about a reading assignment during a morning 
literacy lesson. This is the second straight year that Woodland 
Elementary has earned a Washington Achievement Award for 
overall excellence. 
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in memory of family members who lived 
and often worked in the Puyallup School 
District.

Some of the awards are merit-based, while 
others seek to help students with fi nancial 
need.

However, support is not in dollars alone. 
Service groups and area foundations also 
support numerous educational projects.

The local Lions Club, Elks Club, and 
Waller Road Grange, for example, have 
provided paperback dictionaries over the 
years to third graders at select schools to 
foster a love for learning.

Local Rotarians support the Emerald 
Ridge High Interact Club — a national 
service club for students ages 14-18. They 
have also contributed to the Challenge 
Day presentation in local schools. The 
program is designed to build connections 
and empathy among high school students.

Area Kiwanians also support high school 
Key Clubs, as well as community service 
activities at several district junior high 
schools.

The Masonic Corinthian Lodge #38 
in Puyallup also recognizes scholastic 
achievement, community service, and 
citizenship by honoring outstanding high 
school juniors throughout the school dis-
trict with an annual Masonic Outstanding 
Junior Achievement Award.

The following three students are examples 
of the many teens who have received 
scholarships to help in their educational 
pursuits.

Sonia Xu, Class of 2013
Puyallup High
Washington State Fair Foundation 
scholarship recipient

Since receiving her high school diploma 
last June, Puyallup High School gradu-
ate Sonia Xu has been excelling at the 
University of Washington (UW).

Xu is aided in her educational pursuits by 
a $5,000 Washington State Fair Founda-
tion scholarship, payable over four years 
($1,250 each year).

“It has defi nitely helped pay for tuition,” 
she said. “It humbled me and made me 
feel very grateful.”

The scholarship was also meaningful, she 
said, because she grew up in Puyallup and 
looked forward each year to attending the 
fair. She attended Spinning Elementary, 

Kalles Junior High, Puyallup High, and 
Running Start at Pierce College, Puyallup.

“That was my childhood, and I’m happy 
to represent Puyallup at UW,” she said.

Xu enrolled at UW to study medicine but 
changed her focus to business last winter 
after connecting with students and faculty in 
the university’s Foster School of Business.

The 18-year-old has since been immersed 
in challenging business courses focused 
on economics, accounting, and calcu-
lus. She also joined the Delta Sigma Phi 
business fraternity, is participating in two 

ship in hand from 
the Puyallup Schools 
Foundation.

Rogers received 
the Tom Brown 
Memorial 
Scholarship, which is 
given to one student 
each year at each of 
the district’s three 
comprehensive high 
schools. Another 
three scholarships 
are given each year 
in memory of Tom’s 
sister, Viola Brown. 
Tom worked in a 
local fi shing tackle 
shop and Viola 
worked for the 
Boeing Co.

“I could focus on 
college and academ-
ics and not have to 
worry about fi -
nances,” Rogers said. 
“Having the award in 
someone’s memory 
was also special 
because of what they 
stood for.”

Receiving a scholar-
ship inspired him to 
push hard at WSU, 
he said, to be in 
a position to possibly qualify for more 
scholarships in college.

“Instead of settling for an A-minus in a 
class, I go for the A,” he said. “I have 
also tried to get leadership positions on 
campus.”

Rogers is enrolled in business classes with 
an emphasis in accounting. He is Direc-
tor of Academic Affairs for the Delta Tau 
Delta fraternity, as well as a member of 
the university accounting club.

The 20-year-old plans to continue his edu-
cation after WSU by pursuing a master’s 
degree in accounting at Seattle University. 
His dream is to work at one of the “Big 
Four” public accounting fi rms in New York 
and invest heavily in the stock market.

Jordan Zuniga, Class of 2012
Rogers High
Kiwanis Club of Puyallup 
scholarship recipient

Jordan Zuniga couldn’t imagine a more 
perfect senior year of high school. The 
outgoing teen was named a Daffodil 
princess, as well as one of the school’s 
Outstanding 20 Seniors.

Near the end of her senior year, she said 
she received one of the best gifts of all — 

a $500 scholarship from the Kiwanis Club 
of Puyallup.

The award was especially meaningful, she 
said, because it was voted on by the senior 
class and faculty. One girl and one boy 
are selected each year to receive the Cross 
Leadership Award, established by retired 
Rogers High Principal Stan Cross.

“It was defi nitely humbling to be chosen 
by my class,” she said. “The $500 covered 
the cost of my books in my fi rst quarter 
at Pierce College and allowed me time 
to fi nd a job and save up for the next 
quarter.”

The Cross Leadership Award is given to 
students with a 2.5 or higher grade point 
average and is based on involvement in 
school and community activities, personal 
responsibilities, and pride in school.

Zuniga continues to support Daffodil 
Festival activities and volunteer as a wor-
ship leader at her church. She took one 
quarter off school last March to participate 
with Youth With A Mission in Hawaii and 
plans to fi nish her associate’s degree this 
fall at Pierce College Puyallup.

The 19-year-old said she is interested in a 
career in event planning that will tap into 
her strength in public speaking and com-
munications skills.

internships at area start-up companies, 
plans to apply in fall to the Foster School 
of Business, and has dreams of one day 
owning a business.

“I love interacting with people and doing 
group projects, and I really fell in love 
with the whole idea of business,” she said.

In her senior year of high school, Xu was 
honored as one of Puyallup High School’s 
20 Outstanding Seniors. She served her 
community as a volunteer at MultiCare 
Good Samaritan Hospital and St. Francis 
House and earned a varsity letter in com-
munity service.

Jason Rogers, Class of 2012
Emerald Ridge High
Puyallup Schools Foundation
scholarship recipient

Jason Rogers graduated from Emerald 
Ridge High two years ago and enrolled 
that fall at Washington State University 
(WSU) in Pullman with a $1,000 scholar-

Community invests in 
district students
continued from page 1

Sonia Xu, a freshman at the 
University of Washington and 
a Puyallup High alumna, is 
thankful for a Washington State 
Fair Foundation scholarship.

photo courtesy of Sonia Xu

Northwood Elementary students board the bus at the end of the 
school day. The district recently purchased 30 new buses that will 
join the fl eet this fall.

exterior lighting.

Some of the buses will feature underbody 
luggage compartments to hold musical 
instruments, athletic gear, or other large 
items diffi cult to store in the seating area, 
Pennington said.

While the initial $3.8 million purchase is 
paid for by the district, the state reim-
burses school districts for the cost of 
new buses over time based on an annual 
depreciation schedule.

The depreciation payments continue for 
up to 13 years, depending on the type of 
bus purchased. The reimbursement money 
can only be used to invest in more new 

The district will roll out 30 new 84-pas-
senger school buses this fall in a contin-
ued effort to improve the effi ciency of its 
bus fl eet and maximize student safety.

The buses will replace models that date as 
far back as 30 years and can, over time, 
cost more to repair than to replace, said 
Chief Financial Offi cer Corine Penning-
ton.

“The safety of our students is paramount 
to us,” Pennington said. “Our drivers do 
such important work, and they need the 
tools to do their jobs well.”

The new buses will also have improved 
fuel effi ciency and reduced emissions, as 
well as safety features including tinted 
windows and light-emitting diode (LED) 

New school buses to improve
effi ciency and maximize safety

continued on page 11

Jason Rogers is a sophomore at Washington 
State University. He received a scholarship from 
the Puyallup Schools Foundation as a graduating 
senior from Emerald Ridge High.

photo courtesy of Jason Rogers
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“She uses hands-on skills to teach us the 
fun of music. I mean, what would the 
world be without music?”

Heaven Humiston
Sixth grade, Sunrise Elementary

Kalles Junior High social studies teacher Jeanna Kooser is 
Puyallup School District’s Teacher of the Year from among all 
junior high and high schools. She has taught at Kalles Junior High 
the past 13 years. 

that music has to offer. She has a way 
of making each child feel treasured and 
respected.”

There is no place Gustafson said she 
would rather be than teaching music at 
the elementary level.

“This is where it all begins,” Gustafson 
said. “My hope is to get students ex-
cited about 
music and 
instill enough 
confi dence 
so that one 
day they can 
dance to the 
beat at their 
wedding, rock and sing lullabies to their 
babies, and simply be moved by beautiful 
music.”

As she looked around her classroom 
fi lled with marimbas, Tubano drums, 
barred instruments, BoomWhackers 
(lightweight tuned percussion tubes), and 
other percussion instruments, she smiled 
and said, “This place is where the magic 
happens.”
 

sharing music and instruments from other 
countries and cultures.

As often as possible, Gustafson also adds 
movement in her music classes. This was 
evident one morning last month when 
she asked students to line up facing each 
other and then gallop “down the river” 
in pairs of two as they sang an American 
river chantey. At the end of the line, all 
students took a turn playing tambourines 
while the class continued the singing 
game. 

“I want them to sing, 
move, and have mul-
tiple sensory experi-
ences every day,” she 
said. “I want them to 
want to come back for 
more.”

In addition to teaching music, Gustafson 
coordinates “Fabulous Friday” school as-
semblies, volunteers at PTA events, helps 
judge and score science fair projects, and 
plans music movement activities for the 
school’s annual triathlon fundraiser.

For the past two years, Gustafson and 
Fruitland Elementary music teacher Mar-
jorie Timm-Harrison have directed the 
districtwide elementary Honor Chorus, 
which performed last month along with 

the Honor Band and Honor 
Orchestra.

Gustafson also serves on the 
Sunrise Elementary Com-
prehensive School Improve-
ment Plan committee and 
is a Puyallup Education 
Association school repre-
sentative. 

“Corky’s energy is diffi cult 
to match,” said Sunrise 
Elementary Principal Lisa 
McNamara. 

In addition to teaching at 
Sunrise Elementary, Gus-
tafson’s music career has 
included playing percussion 
with the Tacoma Sym-
phony Orchestra, Tacoma 
Concert Band, Northwest 
Sinfonietta, and Pacifi c Lu-
theran University. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in music 
education from Washington 
State University.

Gustafson said she has 
learned much from her numerous col-
leagues, past and present, as well as from 
her students.

“I’m truly thankful and immensely grate-
ful to everyone with whom I’ve worked.  
Because of all of them, I’ve become the 
educator I am today.”

  Jeanna Kooser
  Kalles Junior High

“Every child deserves a champion, an 
adult who will never give up on them, who 
understands the power of connection, and 
insists that they become the best that they 
can possibly be.”

In his opening remarks at Puyallup’s 
Teacher of the Year celebration in April, 
Kalles Junior High Principal Guy Kovacs 
referenced the above quote by the late Rita 
Pierson, a 40-year educator from Texas, 
to describe social studies teacher Jeanna 
Kooser.

“Jeanna is indeed a champion for chil-
dren,” Kovacs said. “If I could describe her 
in one word, it would be ‘connection.’ She 
connects on a number of levels.”

Kooser has been teaching the past 13 
years, all of them at Kalles Junior High. 
She began as a student teacher and was 
quickly hired on full time after graduat-

Gustafson has spent the past 34 years 
teaching music — all at Sunrise Elemen-
tary.

She also leads the school chorus and is a 
fi rm believer that every child who wants 
to sing should be able to participate, 
whether or not they can get a ride early 
to school for weekly practices. Half of 
Sunrise Elementary students qualify for 
free or reduced-price lunch based on fam-
ily income.

For those who struggle to fi nd transpor-
tation, Gustafson has created a group 
of “choir angels” — parents willing 
and approved to drive choir students to 
rehearsal.

“I can’t tell a student, ‘you can’t par-
ticipate because you don’t have a ride,’” 
Gustafson said. “It just doesn’t work for 
me.”

The veteran teacher is known for regu-
larly coming to school early and staying 
late. She often drops by her classroom 
on weekends as well, especially before 
grade-level school concerts, to wrap up 
last-minute planning details. 

Gustafson routinely incorporates math 
by including math vocabulary and vari-
ous counting activities; literacy through 
storytelling, poetry, sound stories and 
reading song lyrics; and social studies by 

ing with her bachelor’s degree in Ameri-
can Studies, and a minor in International 
Studies, from the University of Wash-
ington, Tacoma.

Kooser went on to earn a master’s degree 
in education and is working this year on 
National Board Certifi cation — the high-
est honor in the teaching profession.

She has taught students at every skill 
level, including those with special needs 
who are infused into general education 
classes.

Kooser has also worked with remedial 
students who needed skills intervention; 
Puyallup Accelerated Gifted Education 
(PAGE) highly capable learners; general 
education, honors, pre-Advanced Place-
ment (AP), and AP online students; and 
high school students enrolled in the dis-
trict’s credit retrieval program.

“At every level, she is successful because 
she truly believes that education is the 
answer,” said Kooser’s team teacher, Lisa 
Kreiger.

This summer, Kooser and Kreiger will 
travel to Washington D.C. to participate in 
a week-long Library of Congress Institute. 
The event is partially funded by a Library 
of Congress Institute grant.

“In my current role as her team teacher, I 
often watch her and immediately think, she 
makes me want to be better,” Kreiger said. 

Kreiger continued, “Ms. Jeanna Kooser 
is indeed a master teacher who mentors 
young teachers while continually refi ning 
her own craft.”

Kooser is Kalles Junior High School’s 
social studies department chair and a 
member of the school’s Comprehensive 
School Improvement Program committee.

She has also served on numerous district-
wide or state curriculum adoption and 
alignment committees and was a key 
player in helping to develop the PAGE 
program for highly capable junior high 
students.

“The amount of time, energy, and com-
mitment she has shown in developing the 
program, and in continually challenging 
these students, is beyond signifi cant,” said 

librarian Krista Scioli.

Whether she is teaching about the 
women’s rights movement or gender 
roles, Kooser said she tries to engage her 
students, often by making lessons relevant 
to what is important in their teen years.

“I like the challenge every day brings,” 
Kooser said, “and I try to keep my pulse 
on what they are talking about and how 
that will shape our conversations in the 
classroom.”

Kooser is a fi rm believer that a child’s 
background should never dictate who they 
become.

She lost her mother at an early age, lived 
in poverty, emancipated herself as a teen-
ager, and worked hard to get to college.

Kreiger summed up Kooser’s ability to 
connect with students in this way: “She 
pushes them because she knows it is their 
way to a brighter future.”

It comes as no surprise, then, that many 
of those who submitted nominations for 
Kooser to be selected as Teacher of the 
Year are her current and former students.

Puyallup High School senior and former 
Kalles Junior High student Emily Hurst 

described how she felt more prepared than 
most when she entered high school.

“Many times I remember attributing my 
successes in AP social studies courses to 
the critical techniques and strategies she 
taught me,” Hurst said.

Ninth grader Claudia Speakes said, “She 
has shown me that I am capable of so 
much more than I originally thought by 
demanding more of me.”

Classmate Mackenzie Kinsella explained 
Kooser like this: “She is the type of teach-
er you will tell your kids about when you 
become an adult. You will tell them how 
she molded you and how your character is 
better because of her.”

Visit the school district website to see 
more photos of Gustafson and Kooser at 
their surprise Teacher of the Year an-
nouncements. The school district website 
is at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

“Jeanna is indeed a champion for children. If I could describe 
her in one word, it would be ‘connection.’ She connects on a 
number of levels.”

Guy Kovacs, Principal
Kalles Junior High

Puyallup School District Teachers of the 
Year (from left) Jeanna Kooser and Coralie 
Gustafson display plaques presented at a 
Puyallup School Board meeting.
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State grant helps fund sidewalk improvements

Firgrove Elementary students cross the street after school in front 
of Ballou Junior High. A concrete sidewalk, as well as curbs and 
gutters, will replace a gravel shoulder in front of the school.

The last remaining stretch of gravel 
shoulder in front of and across from 
Ballou Junior High will be replaced with 
concrete sidewalk, curbs, and gutters 
to improve safety for both students and 
community members who walk along 
136th Street East.

The 920 feet of sidewalk will com-
plete the missing segment of sidewalk 
directly in front of the school on the 
street’s south side, as well as across the 
street to the north on either side of 98th 
Avenue Court East.

Ramps will also be built at the school’s 
existing intersections, driveways, and 
school crosswalks. The ramps will pro-
vide access for people with disabilities, 
as well as improve walking conditions for 
families pushing strollers.

The crosswalk is used daily by students, 
parents, and community members, many 
of whom live in apartments and condo-
miniums to the north and cross the street 
en route to Ballou Junior High and neigh-
boring Firgrove Elementary.

Design engineering work is under way on 
the $452,400 project, which is targeted for 
completion by December 2016. The work  
is made possible thanks to a combination 
of a state grant and local funding.

The district learned in November that the 
Washington State Transportation Im-
provement Board (TIB) agreed to fund 
75 percent ($339,300) of the project. The 
agency funds high-priority transportation 
projects in communities throughout the 
state to enhance the movement of people, 
goods, and services.

The school district will pay $7,500 toward 
the improvements, with the remainder 
covered by Pierce County Public Works 
and Utilities.

“We appreciate the county making us 
aware of the state grant, as it is a signifi -
cant savings for our district,” said Brian 
Devereux, the school district’s director of 
facilities planning.

A sidewalk is safer than a gravel shoulder 
for a number of reasons, Devereux said. 
Most importantly, a concrete sidewalk 
with curbs and gutters is a clear indicator 
to motorists of a designated walkway used 
by pedestrians, he said.

The ramps, as well as the installation 
of energy-effi cient light-emitting diode 
(LED) lights, will also enhance safety and 
accessibility, he said.

“This will provide a safe crossing for 
everyone at a heavily used crosswalk,” 
Devereux said. “The more we can do to 
promote safe walking to school, the better 
off we will be.”

The new construction project is the 
continuation of an ongoing effort by the 
school district to improve pedestrian ac-
cess along 136th Street East. On average, 
more than 8,400 vehicles travel the street 
each day.

When the fi rst stretch of sidewalk and cross-
walk was installed several years ago, the dis-
trict committed to having an adult crossing 
guard be present daily to help children cross 
the street before and after school.

A crosswalk was also installed in the Bal-
lou Junior High parking lot, near the same 
location as the one on the street, so that 
pedestrians can continue a safe walking 
path through the school parking lot. 

Educators also worked with the county to 
establish a 20 mile per hour school speed 
zone — down from 35 miles per hour — 
in front of the school.

In their fi rst time competing on a 
national level, two Puyallup School 
District bus drivers said they were 
shocked to hear their names an-
nounced as second-place winners 
in the National Special Needs Team 
Safety Roadeo championship.

Bus drivers Linda 
Kalmbach and 
Carolyn Wilhelm, 
both veteran driv-
ers with nearly 60 
years of school bus 
experience com-
bined, competed 
in March in the 
national competi-
tion in Nashville, 
Tenn.

The two advanced to the national 
competition along with 20 other teams 
from 15 states nationwide. The Wash-
ington Association of Pupil Transpor-
tation paid for the Puyallup drivers’ 
trip to the national competition.

Kalmbach and Wilhelm won the op-
portunity to compete nationally after 
taking fi rst place in the Washington 
state Roadeo special needs bus driving 
competition last June. The pair also 
excelled in a regional safety competi-
tion.

Weeks after returning home this 
spring, Kalmbach and Wilhelm were 
still shaking their heads in disbelief 
at winning second place from among 
mostly experienced teams across the 
country. The Puyallup drivers’ fi nal 

Bus drivers win 
second place at 
national ‘Roadeo’

continued on page 9

Students showcase learning during annual Spring Fair

Hundreds of students in kindergarten through grade 12 showcased their learning and 
artistic talents during the Puyallup School District’s annual Straw Tower Contest, 
Honoring Cultures Diversity Celebration, and Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) Showcase.

The events and exhibits were featured April 10-13 in conjunction with the Washing-
ton State Spring Fair in Puyallup. More photos from the events are on the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Photos (clockwise from top left): Wildwood Elementary Tinikling 
Group performers dancing (from left): Ashley Fox, of Stahl 
Junior High, and Wildwood Elementary students Jade Young 
and Veronica Caldwell; Emerald Ridge High Step Team member 
Shaidaja Wilson; Firgrove Elementary Ringing Hawks members 
Addisyn Akeson and Remington Chute; Straw Tower Contest 
participant Dailyn Spiegner of Sunrise Elementary; and STEM 
Showcase entrant Carson Noll of Zeiger Elementary. 

Linda
Kalmbach
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Brouillet Elementary and the Puyallup 
School District are among the fi rst 10 
schools and two school districts from 
across the country recognized for ef-
forts to create welcoming and inclusive 
schools.

The schools and districts selected for the 
honor were recognized in May during 
the fi rst-ever Human Rights Campaign 
“Welcoming Schools Seal of Excellence” 
award ceremony in Saint Paul, Minn.

Brouillet Elementary Principal Nancy 
Strobel and Chief Academic Offi cer of 
Regional Learning Community #1 Vince 
Pecchia joined educators from the other 
honored districts and schools at the cer-
emony.

Puyallup is the only school district 
honored in Washington state and one of 
only two school districts nationwide to 
receive the award. The school districts and 
schools honored also represent Minnesota, 
California, Texas, and Florida.

“Schools should be places where all stu-
dents feel welcomed by their peers and 
adults,” said Kim Westheimer, director 
of the Human Rights Campaign Founda-
tion’s Welcoming Schools Program. “But 
far too often students who are perceived 
as being different face harassment and 
bullying. Teachers want to create an envi-
ronment where every student is safe and 
to know how to intervene when confl ict 
arises. Welcoming Schools helps them do 
just that.”

Westheimer continued, “The schools 
we’re honoring today have demonstrated 

a deep commitment to all students and 
families and have worked with us over 
time to create inclusive climates where all 
students can thrive.”

Welcoming Schools provides resources, 
training, and technical assistance to help 
elementary schools take a comprehensive 
approach to school climate and bullying 
prevention. Welcoming Schools’ regional 
staff and consultants work directly with 
schools, educators, and parents in 25 
states and the District of Columbia.

Tracy Flynn, a parent and educator who 
is a Welcoming Schools educational con-
sultant in this region, has worked over the 
past two years with the Puyallup School 
District Diversity Committee.

Flynn has worked directly with both 
Brouillet and Edgerton elementary school 
staff and has also presented information 
on three separate occasions to all K-12 
principals in the district. Flynn’s work is 
funded through the Human Rights Cam-
paign Foundation.

Gerald Denman, chief equity and achieve-
ment offi cer in the Puyallup School 
District, said the award “is a refl ection 
of the district’s commitment to having a 
welcoming environment for every student, 
staff, family, and community member that 
enters our schools and support buildings.”

Denman continued, “In visiting our 32 
schools across the district, it is evident 
they have all made great strides to cre-
ate a welcoming environment for all 
who come through their doors. When 
students feel welcome, they become ac-

tively engaged in their learning environ-
ment. When they are actively engaged, 
they succeed.”

Brouillet Elementary Principal Nancy 
Strobel added, “It is so exciting that 
Welcoming Schools has chosen our 
school and district for this honor! Our 
staff at Brouillet has been genuinely 

engaged in working with Tracy Flynn to 
incorporate Welcoming Schools prac-
tices into what we do for each child and 
family every day.”

Strobel continued, “Making people feel 
like Brouillet is their school is really im-
portant to us, and it is such an honor to be 
recognized for this.” 

Brouillet Elementary, district named ‘Welcoming Schools’

Brouillet Elementary is one of 10 schools nationwide and the only 
school in Washington state selected for the fi rst-ever “Welcoming 
Schools Seal of Excellence.” Shown with the banner that will be 
displayed in the school entry are Principal Nancy Strobel (far 
right) with (from left) Assistant Principal Brian Curtis and students 
Makayla Totten, Kelly Brown, Isaac Clark, and Taylor Owen.

Service is
Supreme in 2014

More than 10,000 elementary, junior high, and high school students participated in the ninth annual March Gladness community 
service program coordinated by Communities In Schools of Puyallup (CISP). To date, nearly 8,000 items have been donated 
and $36,000 raised in various school and community drives and fundraisers for local and worldwide charitable organizations 
and causes. Students also coordinated service projects ranging from hosting a senior citizens ball to preparing and serving meals 
for the homeless. More photos and information about the 86 registered March Gladness projects are on the district website.  

Photos (clockwise from top left): Rogers High collected 1,760 jars of peanut butter in a 
schoolwide drive for the Puyallup FISH Food Bank; Wildwood Elementary students sent nearly 
500 messages of hope to Darrington Elementary in the wake of the deadly Oso mudslide; 
Puyallup High student Hunter Davis dances with a Willow Gardens senior during a school-
sponsored dance (photo courtesy of Puyallup High); Ridgecrest Elementary student Tori 
Cartwright, diagnosed with brain cancer, addresses a packed gym during the fi fth annual “Cops 
vs. Teachers” charity basketball game at Ferrucci Junior High. The event raised nearly $7,000 for 
Seattle Children’s Hospital to assist with Tori’s medical costs; Emerald Ridge High student Luke 
Harrison (#24) is introduced during the school’s inaugural Special Olympics basketball game.
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Volunteers of the Year exemplify service and leadership

continued on page 9

Tenth graders Lauren Boissonneault (left) and Rachel Smith work 
on homework during a lunch break at Rogers High School. 

Volunteer of the Year Jackie Ward helps fi fth grader Symantha 
Delimont with a classroom assignment. Jackie is this year’s 
Volunteer of the Year from among all 21 elementary schools.

A 16-member team of students, parents, 
community members, and educators has 
been formed to develop highly rigorous 
academic program options in grades 10 
through 12 as an alternative to the traditional 
comprehensive high school experience.

The High School Academic Options Lead 
Team began meeting last month and plans 
to submit a report of its work and recom-
mendations to the school board in October.

The district spent time earlier this school 
year meeting on North Hill with families, 
including parents of students identifi ed as 
highly capable, to explore the idea of open-
ing an international school for grades 10-12 
on the Edgemont Junior High campus. 

The lead team will build on that research by 
exploring a “best fi t” for the Edgemont Ju-
nior High campus and community, accord-
ing to the scope of work listed in its charter.

The newly formed group is also being 
charged with presenting the school board 
with a list of options explored during its 
meetings. When possible, the report will 
include an explanation of the benefi ts and 
challenges of each option.

The district is not considering building an-
other high school as an option at this time, 

said Superintendent Tim Yeomans.

Additionally, the lead team will consider 
research under way by a study group 
made up of junior high and high school 
educators. 

A Secondary Highly Capable Study Group 

has been exploring the possibility of initi-
ating an International Baccalaureate (IB) 
program in this district.

The study group has already toured 
several Washington schools that offer the 
international education program and at-
tended an IB training workshop.

Team to explore highly rigorous academic program options
Membership on the new High School Aca-
demic Options Lead Team includes:

Student representatives: Brady Berg, 
ninth grader at Kalles Junior High, and 
Alden Davison, seventh grader at Kalles 
Junior High.

Community representatives: Tana 
Hasart, Cliff Allo, and David Olson.

Teacher representatives: David 
Heagle, Carson Elementary; Billie Lane, 
Kalles Junior High; Amy Looker, Aylen 
Junior High; Kris Susee, Edgemont Ju-
nior High; and Annette Burnett, Puyal-
lup High.

Counselor representative: Keva Jordan, 
Kalles Junior High.

School leadership representatives: Jack 
Widmann, Glacier View Junior High 
assistant principal in 2014-15; Kevin 
Hampton, Carson Elementary principal 
in 2013-14 and Edgemont Junior High 
principal in 2014-15; and Eric Molver, 
Mt. View Elementary principal.

District representatives: Brian Lowney, 
chief academic offi cer of Regional Learn-
ing Community #3, and Mark Vetter, 
director of instructional leadership.

Each year the Puyallup School District 
invites nominations for and selects a Vol-
unteer of the Year — one at the elemen-
tary level and another representing grades 
seven through 12 — for exceptional 
service to children.

Of the more than 5,400 volunteers in the 
district this year, Jackie Ward of Wood-
land Elementary School, and Paul Kempff 
and Betty Ann Dorsey of Puyallup High 
School, have been named the 2014 Volun-
teers of the Year. 

All three of the honorees are longtime 
volunteers who learned of the honor in 
April during surprise presentations at their 
schools. 

The Puyallup School Board formally 
recognized and presented each one with 
an engraved plaque at the April 7 board 
meeting.

  Jackie Ward
  Woodland Elementary

She helps in the classroom guiding stu-
dents as they learn to read or do math.

She helps in the school workroom running 
copies for teachers or cutting out letters 
and shapes for classroom bulletin boards.

She helps organize annual schoolwide 
community service projects, sets up 
snacks every month for students recog-

end her volunteer duties well after many 
others have gone home. Ward helps coor-
dinate after-school and evening activities 
in her role as vice president of the Parent 
Teacher Organization (PTO).

“From popcorn to book fairs to school as-
semblies, Jackie goes above and beyond,” 
said kindergarten teacher Erin Griffi n. 

Second-grade teacher Andrea DeBruler 
added, “Jackie Ward is the epitome of 
loyalty, dedication, and a genuine love of 
helping children and Woodland. You can 
fi nd her volunteering her time and energy 
every day!”

This is Ward’s fi fth year volunteering at 
Woodland Elementary. Near the end of 
April, she had logged more than 500 vol-
unteer hours this year alone.

She also occasionally works as a hired 
substitute paraeducator, more commonly 
known as a teaching assistant, at Wood-
land Elementary. 

Ward has a niece and nephew in sixth 
grade at the school and another nephew 
in ninth grade who attended Woodland 
Elementary when she began volunteering 
there.

“Jackie is so upbeat, cheery, and good-
hearted that she lifts the spirits of all those 
lucky enough to fi nd themselves in her 
company,” said counselor Claudia Knauss.

Ward sees her role as someone who is 
simply there to help in any way she can.
“I get back way more than I give,” she 
said. “When these children smile at me or 
say, ‘Good morning Miss Jackie,’ it makes 
my day.”

One of her favorite volunteer duties is to 
help with the school’s annual community 
service projects, including a canned food 
drive just before Thanksgiving.

It’s not uncommon to fi nd Ward shop-
ping for the best turkey price in town or 
standing in front of a grocery store in fall 
with other PTO board members to collect 
canned food and other non-perishable 
food items.

Ward is also instrumental in helping with 

the school’s annual Giving Tree during 
the winter holidays. The program col-
lects holiday gifts and distributes them to 
students from families in need.

The veteran volunteer makes die-cut 
tags to hang on artifi cial trees set up at 
Woodland Elementary and The Ram 
Restaurant on South Hill, and then ac-
tively seeks community gift donations. 
She also helps buy and wrap gifts for 
those less fortunate. “I enjoy every bit 
of it,” Ward said.

  Paul Kempff and Betty Ann Dorsey
  Puyallup High School

While it is rare to have a team of volun-
teers selected for the Volunteer of the Year 
award, Puyallup High Band Director Eric 
Ryan said it was only fi tting to have Paul 
Kempff and Betty Ann Dorsey share the 
honor.

“They have both been the backbone of our 
Puyallup High School Band Parent As-
sociation for so long,” Ryan said. 

“They have been willing to volunteer at 
an offi cer level, even after their children 
graduated from the program.”

Paul Kempff is a father of two Puyallup 
High graduates and has served the past 
eight years as a Band Parent Association 
volunteer or offi cer. He served as associa-
tion secretary for two years and president 
for the past fi ve.

As president, Kempff leads monthly par-
ent association meetings, communicates 
with fellow parents, and assists the band 
director with various events and planning.

Kempff, a mental health counselor in 
Tacoma, also organizes and helps run the 
annual Big Band Bash Silent Auction each 
spring. This year, more than $3,200 was 
raised during the April event, which featured 
performances by the high school jazz bands.

He networks with local businesses and 
collects donations for the event, Ryan 
said, and teamed with Martin Henry Cof-
fee Roasters in Puyallup the past three 
years to provide and sell pound and half-
pound bags of “High School Band Viking 
Coffee” to concert-goers and community 
supporters.

Coffee sales have brought in hundreds of 

nized at “Excellent Eagles” assemblies, 
and pops 500 bags of popcorn on Tuesday 
mornings for students who purchase the 
weekly treat.

Jackie Ward, known to most students as 
“Miss Jackie,” spends more than six hours 
every day at Woodland Elementary doing 
whatever it takes to help students be suc-
cessful.

It’s not unusual for Ward to show up at 
school well before the morning bell and 

“Jackie Ward is the epitome 
of loyalty, dedication, and a 
genuine love of helping children 
and Woodland.”

Andrea DeBruler, Teacher
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Emerald Ridge senior has busy year ahead as Daffodil Queen

continued on page 12

dollars each year for the Band Parent As-
sociation, and all proceeds directly benefi t 
students in the band program, Ryan said.

Kempff started volunteering with the 
band program when his oldest son, 
Will Beeler, began playing trumpet at 
Puyallup High School. Will graduated 
in 2009, followed by his brother Peter, 
a drummer in the band, who graduated 
last June.

“It’s totally a team effort,” Kempff said of 
his role with the Band Parent Association. 
“We all work together. For me person-
ally, I like to be of service and see what 
opportunity is there in my community. We 
are all part of the whole, and there are a 
million ways to give.”

Kempff continued, “We try to provide stu-
dents with a lot of different experiences,” 
he said. “Music has such an impact on 
their lives, and it’s always been an honor 
to work with Mr. Ryan.”

Betty Ann Dorsey became treasurer of the 
Band Parent Association in 2006 and has 
remained in the position ever since.

Over the past nine years, Dorsey has 
worked the concession stand at football 
games; chaperoned a band trip to Dis-
neyland; decorated, sought donations 
for, and worked at the Big Band Bash 
silent auction; provided pizza and water 
for students marching in the Daffodil 
Parade; sold coffee alongside Kempff 
at band concerts; attended association 
meetings and balanced the group’s 

Volunteers of the Year 
honored for service 
continued from page 8

Newly crowned Daffodil Festival Queen 
Marissa Modestowicz, who graduates this 
month from Emerald Ridge High School, 
is off to a busy start of a year that will be 
fi lled with guest appearances throughout 
the Northwest.

One of her fi rst public appearances, and 
a memory she said will remain with her 
forever, was waving to thousands of 
fans lined along the streets of downtown 
Puyallup in April from her seat atop the 
Daffodil Festival fl oat.

The rain that had pelted the city most of 
the morning stopped for the duration of 
the parade, allowing Modestowicz and the 
24 princesses in the Royal Court to tuck 
away clear plastic raincoats and show off 
their formal Daffodil Festival dresses.

The 18-year-old will represent Pierce 
County at lunches, bene-
fi ts, auctions, and meetings 
sponsored by service clubs 
and other local organiza-
tions. 

She will also volunteer at 
area community service 
events and ride atop the 
Daffodil Festival fl oat 
in more than two dozen 
parades from as far south 
as Oregon to as far north 
as Canada. 

This fall, she will learn to 
balance her schedule as Daffodil Festival 
Queen with her new role as a fi rst-year col-
lege student.

Modestowicz has been accepted to the 
Pacifi c Lutheran University (PLU) School 
of Business, where she plans to pursue a 
business administration degree with an 
emphasis in management. As queen, she 
receives $8,000 in scholarships. 

Queen coronation 

Modestowicz is the 78th queen selected 
to reign over the Daffodil Festival Royal 
Court. A queen has been chosen annu-
ally since 1934, except between 1943 and 
1945 during World War II.

This is also the second straight year that a 
Puyallup School District student has been 
named Daffodil Festival Queen.

Rogers High School graduate Kenna 
Erhardt, who reigned this past year, bid 
farewell to her title during the coronation 
ceremony in March.

Modestowicz said Erhardt has been 
supportive by sending her messages on 
Facebook and checking in on her regu-
larly. “She helps me understand what life 
is like as queen.” 

It is also the second 
time in Emerald Ridge 
High School’s 14-year 
history that a student 
has been named queen. 
Melanie Stambaugh was 
crowned queen in 2009 
and remains involved in 
the process by visiting 
her alma mater during 
Daffodil princess selec-
tion each fall to share tips 
with candidates.

When her name was an-
nounced as queen, Modestowicz said she 
remembers being “in complete shock.”

“I couldn’t breathe,” she said. “I looked 
out at my family in the audience, and they 
were all screaming. Then I started to cry. I 
wasn’t at all expecting to win, so it was a 
huge surprise.”

Judges selected Modestowicz as the 

winner from among 25 Pierce County 
princesses during the Daffodil Festival 
Coronation March 7 in Tacoma. 

Princesses are judged on their academic 
standing, personality, attitude, speaking 
ability, appearance, sociability, speech 
content, festival awareness, and impromp-
tu speaking.
 
Puyallup School District princesses 
include Sydney Brown of Rogers High, 
Kimberly White of Puyallup High, and 
Kiasa Sims of Emerald Ridge High. The 
three princesses will accompany Modesto-
wicz at numerous community appearances 
this year. 

Appearances and activities 

Since being crowned queen, Modestowicz 
has attended functions nearly every week-

end and, occasionally, on weekdays.

This spring, for example, she and the 
district princesses attended a Puyallup-
Sumner Chamber of Commerce luncheon. 
They have also been recognized at a Puy-
allup City Council and a Puyallup School 
Board meeting. 

Modestowicz said she has been moved by 
the support she has received from former 
Daffodil Festival royalty, as well as from 
the organization’s directors and chaper-
ones.

“Daffodil is defi nitely one big fam-
ily,” Modestowicz said. “They are 
always looking out for us and are one 
step ahead on everything to make sure 
everything is organized and we are hav-

checkbook; and organized breakfast 
and lunch for the high school’s annual 
solo and ensemble contest judges.

The parent association also provides 
bottled water for Pep Band students who 
play at home football games.

“Not only has she been an impeccable 
treasurer, but she has worked at almost ev-
ery band event we have had,” Ryan said. 

Furthermore, he said, “She will be there at 
a moment’s notice if anything is needed.”

Like Kempff, Dorsey has remained an inte-
gral part of the Band Parent Association even 
after her oldest daughter Tara, who played in 
the band, graduated in 2008. Her youngest 
daughter, Erin, graduates this month.

In addition to her many hours of volun-
teering, Dorsey works full-time as a treat-
ment coordinator/orthodontic assistant 
with Dr. J. Perry Ormiston’s orthodontic 
practice in Puyallup.

The Puyallup resident is a long-time 
school volunteer, having also helped 
with school-related activities and events 
when her daughters attended Shaw Road 
Elementary and Kalles Junior High. 

She has served in a variety of leadership 
positions, including co-president of the 
Shaw Road Elementary PTA and Puyallup 
PTA Council secretary.

“It’s all about helping kids,” she said. “I 
also love music, so my time here at Puyal-
lup High has been lots of fun.”

Paul Kempff and Betty Ann Dorsey are this year’s Volunteers of 
the Year from among all junior high and high schools. Kempff and 
Dorsey are offi cers with the high school Band Parent Association 
and raise funds for the band program by selling coffee at concerts.

score was just two points behind the 
winning team from Georgia.

“We thought we did well, but we had 
no idea we would be in the top three,” 
Kalmbach said. 

Wilhelm added, “We were shocked, 
especially since it was our fi rst time 
at the national event. We went into it 
thinking we would be happy ending up 
somewhere in the middle.”

The annual competition is designed to 
recognize and im-
prove bus operators’ 
driving skills. Win-
ning teams received 
their awards during 
an evening banquet 
attended by more 
than 100 bus drivers 
and educators.

Puyallup School 
District Transporta-
tion Director Cathy 
McDaniel recognized Kalmbach and 
Wilhelm last month by presenting them 
with engraved plaques at the Transpor-
tation department offi ce on South Hill.

“It is a great personal accomplishment 
for Carolyn and Linda and is refl ective 
of the professionalism and dedication of 
all of our drivers,” McDaniel said.  

Similar to the state competition, drivers 
who compete at the national event par-
ticipate in a variety of tests, including a 
multiple-choice written test, a compre-
hensive pre-trip vehicle check, and a 
driving course.

National ‘Roadeo’
continued from page 6 

Emerald Ridge High senior and 2014 Daffodil Festival Queen 
Marissa Modestowicz waves to the crowd lining the streets of 
Puyallup during the annual Daffodil Parade.

Carolyn
Wilhelm
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Walker High alumna is assistant bank manager in Puyallup 

during high school.

With little other experience, Thompson 
borrowed one of her mother’s work suits, 
aced an interview, and landed a job as 
an event coordinator for Jillian’s Billiard 
Café in Tacoma. 

Four years later, she was hired as a teller 
at Credit Union of Puget Sound, which 
is now First Security Bank in downtown 
Puyallup.

At the credit union, later renamed Wash- continued on page 11

continued on page 11

After failing her ninth-grade classes and 
on the brink of dropping out of school, 
Karissa Thompson enrolled at Walker 
High in tenth grade and started a transfor-
mation that led not only to her graduation, 
but to a successful career.

Thompson is assistant manager of Heri-
tage Bank in downtown Puyallup and a 
leader in several local service clubs and 
organizations.

She owes much of her success, she said, 
to the people and lessons learned during 
her nearly three years at Walker High 
School — the district’s only alternative 
school.

On paper, Thompson is a 1996 Puyallup 
High graduate. She took her fi nal English 
class there and graduated with the rest of 
the Vikings.

But talk to her about her teen years, and 
she proudly refers to Walker High as “my 
high school.”

Thompson started failing school in her 
ninth-grade year in Renton, and things 
didn’t improve after she moved to Puyal-
lup the middle of that year.

“I wasn’t very focused, and I hung out 
with the wrong people and didn’t care 
about school,” she said.

That all changed at Walker High.

“I needed extra attention, and I found it 
there,” she said. “They held high expecta-

tions and basically said, ‘either you meet 
them or you are out of here.’”

Thompson said she owes special thanks to 
two educators in particular who helped her 
through tough times.

Former Walker High Principal Earlene 
Bogrand “believed in me more than I 
believed in myself,” Thompson said. “If I 
was goofi ng off, she would say, ‘you are 
better than this.’ She was a cheerleader 
who was always rooting for me.”

Thompson also remembers her social 
studies and P.E. teacher, Colin Findlay, 
who still teaches at Walker High.

“Mr. Findlay was awesome,” Thompson 
recalled. “He embraced my character and 
always dealt with me with respect. He 
made me want to try really hard.”

Findlay describes Thompson as a “very 
memorable student.”

“She was always very enthusiastic and full 
of energy at school, and a staff favorite for 
her spunky personality,” he said. “I could 
just tell that one day she would make her 
mark in whatever life pursuit she chose.” 

After high school, Thompson worked 
a variety of jobs before landing a posi-
tion with Heritage Bank, where she has 
worked the past 11 years.

She started off working retail at a Sears 
store after several years working the 
drive-through window at McDonalds 

ington Credit Union, Thompson quickly 
learned about operations and mortgage 
handling and was soon promoted to a 
corporate trainer. 

The Puyallup resident commuted three 
hours to the credit union’s main offi ce in 
Mount Lake Terrace, as well as to other 
branches, to train new employees.

When a new accounts representative job 
opened with Heritage Bank’s Spanaway 

Heritage Bank Assistant Manager and Walker High alumna Karissa 
Thompson (right) discusses fi nancial information with fi nancial 
services associate Leslie LaCaze. 

For years the Puyallup School District 
has allowed ninth-grade athletes a chance 
to compete on high school athletic teams 
in some, but not all, sports.

Ninth-grade boys could play on high 
school soccer teams, for example, while 
girls in the same grade were restricted to 
competing on junior high teams.

Similarly, ninth-grade girls could join 
high school wrestling teams, but their 
male classmates were only allowed to 
compete at the junior high level.

These inequities will be resolved this 
fall when ninth graders are invited for 
the fi rst time to compete in every sport 
offered at Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, and 

Rogers high schools.

The school board agreed a year ago to 
allow ninth graders to play in all high 
school sports, effective with the start of 
the 2014-15 athletic season. Directors also 
appointed a team of junior high and high 
school athletic coordinators to develop a 
plan of how to implement the change.

The task force has been meeting ever 
since and held a series of public forums 
last fall and spring to invite suggestions 
from the community before submitting 
its recommendations to the school board 
in April.

The board approved the recommenda-
tions, which address logistics such as 

uniforms, transportation, an introduction 
of high school “C teams,” and a fi rst-ever 
junior high intramural sports program.

Transportation 

One of the key requests from community 
members who attended the 9-12 athletic 
reconfi guration public forums was to 
provide ninth graders with after-school 
transportation to high school athletics.

The board agreed to transport ninth-grade 
athletes to after-school practices or games 
at all three comprehensive high schools. 

Buses that have historically gone to high 
schools empty after school to pick up stu-
dents leaving campus will now stop fi rst at 
junior highs to pick up ninth graders who 
need to be transported to high schools for 
athletics.

“This is much more effi cient and cost-
effective than having an empty bus travel-
ing from one place to another,” said Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness. Wells headed up the 9-12 athletic 
reconfi guration task force along with 
Chief Equity and Achievement Offi cer 
Gerald Denman.

Bell schedules are also being adjusted 
districtwide to accommodate a series of 
instructional program changes. Those 
changes, in turn, will also support the 9-12 
athletic reconfi guration.

Junior high students will start and end 
school earlier beginning in September, 
while high school students will begin and 
end the school day later. This will give 
ample time for ninth-grade athletes to get 

to the high schools on time after school 
for practices or games, Wells said.

Leveling the playing fi eld

The new 9-12 athletic confi guration will, 
for the fi rst time, give ninth graders a 
chance to compete in high school foot-
ball, volleyball, basketball, girls cross 
country, girls soccer, track, and boys 
wrestling.

“The decision was based on a fundamen-
tal mandate to provide equity for ninth 
graders within the district in terms of 

Plans in place to serve ninth graders in high school sports

Rogers High senior Payton 
O’Neil drives the ball downfi eld.

photo courtesy of Selena Shippey 

Garrett Van Sligtenhorst carries the ball during a Rogers High 
football game.                                                 

photo courtesy of Olivia Kovacs
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branch closer to home, Thompson was 
hired and later promoted to operations 
supervisor — a position since renamed 
to her current assistant manager title.

Thompson later 
moved to the Heri-
tage Bank branch on 
South Hill, and as 
of last November, to 
the two branches in 
downtown Puyallup. 
Her duties include 
completing branch 
audits, fi elding 
customer care calls, 
training team mem-

bers, and participating in lending and 
new accounts.

During her time at the Heritage Bank 
South Hill branch, Thompson initiated 
an annual art show featuring Puyallup 
School District student work in grades 
nine through 11.

The art show focuses each year on “Puy-
allup’s History Through the Future’s 
Eyes,” and cash awards are given to fi rst, 
second, and third place winners.

“I want the youth to understand the com-
munity is here for them,” she said.

Graduate profi le
continued from page 10

Thompson has other ideas of how to help 
students, including those from her alma 
mater, now that she works in the down-
town Puyallup branches. She is consider-
ing offering free seminars for high school 
students and others who are interested in 
learning how to manage their fi nances.

Her dream, she said, is to be a motiva-
tional speaker, especially at the high 
school level.

A single mother of two, Thompson vol-
unteers with her elementary-age children 
at the Puyallup Food Bank and Tacoma 
Rescue Mission. She has also helped 
with the Salvation Army on South Hill, 
Single Soldiers Turkey Drop program, 
and Helping Hand House.

She bakes birthday cakes and gets com-
munity toy donations for children served 
by Helping Hand House. The organiza-
tion provides temporary housing for 
people in need and provides workforce 
and other life-skills training to enable 
families living in poverty.

Thompson is also the Puyallup Rotary 
Club membership chair and an ambassa-
dor with the Puyallup-Sumner Chamber 
of Commerce.

“If there is someone new in town, I get 
them connected,” she said. “My passion 
is partnering people and organizations.”

school buses, Pennington said.

The goal, she said, is for the school dis-
trict to maintain a regular bus replace-
ment cycle that continues to update the 
fl eet and generate state depreciation 
money. Before this latest bus purchase, 
90 of the district’s 188 buses — less 
than half of the fl eet — qualifi ed for 
depreciation funding, she said.

The district is also moving toward hav-
ing a more uniform fl eet of buses that 
have the same engines and transmis-
sions, as well as other interchangeable 
parts. By doing so, mechanics can spe-
cialize in a few, rather than many, types 
of buses and parts.

Much like someone who owns a car, 
repairs add up as a vehicle ages. Replac-
ing an engine in an older model school 
bus, for example, can cost as much as 20 
percent of a new bus purchase, Penning-
ton said.

In some cases, it 
is diffi cult to even 
repair some of the 
older buses in Puyal-
lup’s fl eet because 
parts are obsolete, 
she said. While older 
buses average fi ve to 
six miles per gallon 
of gas, newer models 
get as much as 9 
miles per gallon, Pennington said.

Careful management of the school dis-
trict’s funds has made it possible to move 
ahead with the purchase of 30 buses, said 
Superintendent Tim Yeomans.

The district also purchased fi ve new 
buses last November and helped offset 
the cost of three more earlier this year 
after being approved for a $90,000 De-
partment of Ecology grant.

“A regular rotation of our bus fl eet mini-
mizes maintenance costs and maximizes 
student safety,” Yeomans said. “This is 
about being good stewards of the pub-
lic’s money.”

New buses join fl eet
continued from page 4

A committee tasked with identifying the 
school district’s most pressing facility 
and technology needs has been taking an 
active, hands-on approach to its research 
by seeing fi rsthand the district’s schools, 
support buildings, and properties.

Last month, the 27-member Bond Plan-
ning Committee took a three-hour bus 
tour of the district to see the far northern 
and southern boundaries, as well as the 55 
square miles in between.

The committee members, who represent 
North Hill, South Hill, and the Puyal-
lup Valley, also meet semi-monthly at 
a different school. At the end of each 
two-hour planning session, members tour 
the campus and learn about its history, as 
well as hear about its facility and tech-
nology needs.

With an eye on a possible school bond 
election in 2016, the school board has 
asked the committee of community mem-
bers, high school students, parents, and 
educators to identify facility and technol-
ogy needs over the next 12 years.

One of the committee members’ fi rst 
“homework” assignments was to travel 
in pairs to a pre-assigned school, sup-
port building, or district property site, 
research its history, take a photo of the 
visit, and report fi ndings at the next com-
mittee meeting.

District Operations department staff 
compiled the photos into a slideshow, 
which was shared with the entire Bond 
Planning Committee as teams presented 
their research.

Committee members have also each been 
given a binder full of background infor-
mation, including a list of projects in the 
failed 2013 school bond election. It’s been 
10 years since Puyallup School District 
voters last approved a school bond.

The binders also contain a history of the 
district’s bond and levy elections dating to 
1988, as well as a 2012 Citizens Facili-
ties Advisory Committee report, which 
outlines 12 years of projected facility and 
technology needs districtwide beginning 
in 2014.

The 2012 plan needs to be updated to re-
fl ect new demographics and instructional 
program changes. The school board, for 
example, recently decided to expand free, 
full-day kindergarten this fall from three 
to all 21 of its elementary schools.

With their binders of research in hand, the 
committee members have listened to sev-
eral information presentations, including 
one recent talk about the difference be-
tween remodeling and replacing a school. 

Glenn Malone, executive director of 
assessment, accountability, and student 
success, shared about the successful 
remodel of Maplewood Elementary when 
he served as principal there in the 1997-98 
school year.

Committee members also recently 
reviewed elementary, junior high, and 
high school growth demographics and 
growth projections.

Puyallup has the ninth largest enroll-
ment of all school districts in Washing-
ton with 21,500-plus students served by 
32 schools. Educators are bracing for 
another 2,000 students to enroll in the 
next six years and for continued growth 

during the next decade.

All of the committee’s work leads up to 
the arduous task of identifying a list of 
facility and technology needs over the 
next 12 years.

Recommended projects will be divided 
into three, four-year increments, with the 
most pressing needs listed in the fi rst four 
years (2016-2020).

Members will consider new construc-
tion, program improvements, remodel 
and replacement, life cycle improve-
ments (those improvements done prior 
to a remodel or complete replacement 
of a building or site), properties, and 
facility use, including potential school 
consolidations. 

Once that is done, the committee will 
develop a recommended school bond 
package for the board’s consideration. The 
Bond Planning Committee will submit 
its fi rst report by the end of November 
for review by the school board at its fi rst 
meeting in January. It will continue to 
submit progress reports until its fi nal 
report, scheduled to be presented to the 
board May 1, 2015.

Bond Planning team identifi es pressing needs

Director of Capital Projects Gary Frentress leads a tour of the Pope 
Elementary campus with the 2014-15 Bond Planning Committee.

high school athletic opportunities,” Wells 
said.

As in past years, ninth graders will con-
tinue to be invited to compete at the high 
school level in baseball, softball, tennis, 
bowling, gymnastics, girls wrestling, 
water polo, swimming and diving, boys 
cross country, boys soccer, and golf.

The change brings Puyallup in line with 
all other school districts that offer a 9-12 
athletic confi guration in the South Puget 
Sound League (SPSL) South Division. 

Puyallup has been the only school district 
along the Interstate 5 corridor from 
Oregon to Canada without a 9-12 athletic 
structure, Wells said.

The school board also agreed to a one-
time purchase of additional high school 
athletic uniforms and equipment to ac-
commodate incoming ninth graders, as 
well as clothing and related equipment 
suitable for junior high sports teams. 

“C teams” and intramural sports

High school “C teams” will be created in 
football, boys and girls soccer, boys and 
girls basketball, and volleyball.

The teams will be another option for 
athletic participation for athletes, 
including those who do not qualify for 
junior varsity and varsity sports, Wells 
said.

The C teams will play other C teams in 
the SPSL South Division and focus on 
basic developmental skills in each sport, 
Wells said.

“These types of teams are often used for 
developing young athletes, similar to 
how farm teams are used in professional 
baseball,” Wells said.

At the junior highs, eighth-grade athletic 
programs will become the new “varsity” 
teams, and seventh-grade sports teams 
will become a more traditional junior 
varsity competitive program, Wells said.

Both the varsity and junior varsity teams 
will compete against other junior high 
schools in the Puyallup School District 
and be called the “Puyallup Athletic 
League,” Wells said.

Students in grades seven through nine 
who don’t play on junior varsity or var-
sity teams can choose to participate in 
a new intramural sports program in vol-
leyball and girls and boys basketball. 
Teams will be created at each junior 
high and compete against each other at 
that school.

9-12 athletic program
continued from page 10

Karissa 
Thompson

Corine
Pennington
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Community invited to 
comment on budget

Editor’s note: This is the next in a series of “Everyday Heroes” articles that will ap-
pear in each issue of Connections. The articles feature students who go above and 
beyond to make their school or community a better place. Employees throughout the 
school district nominate students for the recognition. The name of each student nomi-
nated is featured on the new “Everyday Heroes” Web page on the district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Puyallup High sophomore 
Isaiah Hall wears an anti-bully 
button daily to school.

The community is invited to comment 
on the 2014-15 recommended school 
district budget at two public hearings in 
August.

Public hearings on the proposed spend-
ing plan are set for 6 p.m. August 4 
and 18 before the start of the regularly 
scheduled Puyallup School Board 
meetings. The meetings will be held at 
Ballou Junior High School, 9916 136th 
St. E. in Puyallup.

Isaiah Hall
Grade 10
Puyallup High

Every day without fail, tenth grader 
Isaiah Hall shows up at school wearing 
a bright yellow plastic button with the 
word “BULLY” crossed out with a bold 
red line.

Isaiah has worn the button daily for the 
past two years, ever since he signed a 
banner during an anti-bullying school-
wide campaign at Kalles Junior High and 
received the button in return.

While many of his classmates stopped 
wearing the button by the end of junior 
high, Isaiah continued to wear it daily 
through the last day of his ninth-grade 

year. When he started high school this 
year, the tradition continued.

“Isaiah is amazing because he takes a 
clear and direct statement against bullying 
and harassment,” said chemistry teacher 
Angie Reed. “I am amazed how this 
young man stands up for what he believes 
is right in such a visible way, especially 
in high school where peer image is so 
important.”

Career and Technical Education teacher 
Cassie Mueller adds, “He says, ‘I am who 
I am, and I am proud of who I am.’ It’s so 
refreshing.” 

Isaiah also regularly sticks a small 
American fl ag through the anti-bullying 
button pinned to his clothing. The fl ag is a 

symbol, he said, of the patriotism he feels 
for a country served by his grandfather in 
the Army.

The teen says the Pledge of Allegiance 
loud and proud in class, Mueller said, with 
the same conviction he has for displaying 
the button daily.

Isaiah’s reason for wearing the button is 
simple, he said. “It’s my strong stance 
against bullying.”

The teen moved to Puyallup from Ala-
bama halfway through his fourth-grade 
year. He attended Wildwood Elementary 
in fourth grade, Edgerton Elementary 
in grades fi ve and six, and then was 
accepted into the Kalles Junior High 
School Puyallup Accelerated and Gifted 
Education (PAGE) program for highly 
capable students.

In seventh grade, Isaiah said he started to 
put himself down because he had uninten-
tially bullied a classmate with something 
he said in class.

He said he abused himself emotionally 
and psychologically, often laying awake at 
night, “to prevent any similar event from 
ever happening again.”

“All I wanted to do was sit in a corner 
and be left alone,” he said. “I know how 
it feels — the emotional toll and the psy-
chological toll — of being bullied. I can’t 
stand the thought of anyone else going 
through that.”

It wasn’t until this year, through the 
help of a close friend, that Isaiah said he 
stopped bullying himself. He joined sev-
eral school clubs and made new friends.

The 16-year-old is active this year with 
the choral program and auditioned for 
and has been accepted to sing next year 

in the highly acclaimed Puyallup High 
Norselanders singing group. Isaiah is in-
terested in pursuing a career as a choral 
director.

He has also made friends through his 
participation in the school debate and 
chess clubs, as well as his participation 
in Challenge Day — a program de-
signed to build connections and empathy 
among high school students.

Will he continue to wear the button and 
fl ag throughout high school?

“Absolutely,” he said, pausing to think 
of a quote he once read. “It went some-
thing like this: ‘It’s better to stand out 
even if you are standing alone because 
you still stand up for what you believe.’”

2014-15 calendar and 
new bell schedules set
The 2014-15 school year calendar, as 
well as bell schedules that refl ect a 
change from this past year, are posted 
on the district website.
 
The calendar includes key dates such as 
the fi rst day of school, winter and spring 
break, and the last day of school. All 
students will continue to have a one-
hour late start every Monday that school 
is in session.

ing fun. Past royalty have built a strong 
foundation for us.”

Modestowicz and the princesses visit and 
read each month with children at Pierce 
County libraries. They also volunteer 
twice a month at the Boys and Girls Club 
in Tacoma to help children with their 
homework. 

“When we walk in to the Boys and Girls 
Club, their faces just light up,” she said.

In March, Modestowicz and the entire 
Royal Court traveled to the state Capi-
tol, where they met Gov. Jay Inslee and 
visited with local Rep. Hans Zeiger, Rep. 
Dawn Morrell, and Sen. Bruce Dammeier.

The teen had several minutes to speak on 
the Senate fl oor, where she thanked law-
makers for the invitation and honor.

Modestowicz has also participated in 
several news media interviews, helped 
sell raffl e tickets at the Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup Friendraiser Break-
fast, and was introduced at the annual 
Mt. View Community Center auction at 
Emerald Downs. 

Her role as an ambassador for the Daf-
fodil Festival and Pierce County is an 
opportunity, she said, “to serve and help 
others.”
 
She said she has developed strong bonds 
with the princesses and has learned to 
keep a balance between her hectic sched-
ule and relaxing with her family, which 
she calls her “biggest support system.”

Modestowicz has three siblings — Jas-
mine, a seventh grader at Kalles Junior 

High, Mekenzie, a sixth 
grader at Brouillet El-
ementary, and a 1-year-old 
brother, William.

School and
community activities

Modestowicz moved to 
Puyallup in fi fth grade and 
attended Pope Elemen-
tary and Stahl Junior High 
before enrolling at Emerald 
Ridge High.

In addition to her regu-
lar class load, she is the 
school’s Associated Stu-
dent Body president this 
year and leads the Pledge 
of Allegiance every morn-
ing over the intercom.

She also serves as vice 
president of the school’s 
Interact and Key clubs, 
assistant manager of 
the student store, and 
a student lead of JAG 
crew, which is made up 
of volunteers who help as 
needed at school events 
such as concerts and the-
atre productions.

Additionally, the teen is president of 
the school’s Honor Society, a member 
of the DECA Business and Marketing 
group, and attended the national DECA 
convention last month in Atlanta, where 
she and her partner placed in the top 10 
out of 221 teams in the “School-Based 
Enterprise Academy” competition.

Modestowicz has volunteered at area 
organizations throughout her high 
school years, including MultiCare Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Puyallup Main 
Street Association, St. Francis House, 

Special Olympics, Metro Parks Tacoma, 
and the Puyallup-Sumner Chamber of 
Commerce — all while maintaining a 
3.5 grade point average.

Last month, she was honored as one of 
Emerald Ridge High School’s Outstanding 
20 Seniors.

Being chosen Daffodil Festival Queen, she 
said, is a highlight of her school career.

“It’s an honor to serve this community as the 
2014 Daffodil Festival Queen,” she said.

Daffodil Queen
continued from page 9

Awards and honors 
on district website
Numerous articles and photos about 
student and staff awards and accom-
plishments are on the district and 
school Web pages.

This spring, for example, students com-
peted in a number of state and national 
contests and competitions. Additionally, 
Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
named its student and educator Citizen 
of the Year.

Daffodil Festival Queen Marissa Modestowicz 
is joined (from left) by Puyallup High 
princess Kimberly White, Emerald Ridge 
High princess Kiasa Sims, and Rogers High 
princess Sydney Brown.


